Namibia: Genocide and the Second Reich

1. Where and when did the story of Germany’s quest for Namibia begin?



2. What is lebensraum?



3. Which continent did Ratzel believe could facilitate German lebensraum?



4. What African colony was the only German possession that offered any real potential?



5. For what agricultural purpose did Germany choose to colonize Namibia?



6. Why did the German colonization of Namibia initially get off to a slow start?



7. The best lands in Namibia belonged to what group of people?



8. What created huge tensions between the German colonizers and indigenous Africans in Namibia?



9. Why was it that the German colonizers believed they were better than the indigenous Africans?



10. After the failed rebellion of the Herero in 1904, what grim work did German colonizers set out to accomplish?



11. Why did the German colonizers attack the Herero at Otjimbingwe when the two peoples had long been friends?



12. What was the German government preparing to do in Namibia while the Herero people waited for negotiations to start?




13. What order did the general of the German army stationed in Namibia order his soldiers to do?



14. How did many of the German people back in Germany respond to the annihilation order?
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15. After being told they could return to their homes, what happened to the Herero people?



16. What was the cause of death for most Namibians working in the concentration camps?



17. Swakopmund, Namibia was once home to a concentration camp in the early 1900s.  Today, what is the city known for?



18. What large project helped to contribute to the genocide of the Herero people?



19. What did the concentration camp at Shark Island give birth to thirty years later in Nazi Germany?



20. Why were German scientists interested in studying the genetic features of the Namibian people?



21. When the Namibian concentration camps shut down in 1908, how many Herero people had been killed?



22. After the concentration camps were shut down, what title did the German colonizers give Namibia to convince Germans to visit the conquered colony?



23. Today, has Germany taken ownership of the German perpetrated genocide of the Herero people?



24. Today, who owns a majority of the lands that were confiscated from the Herero people in the early 1900s?



25. What has happened to the decedents of the Herero people? Where do they live today?
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